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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a processor and method for 
image signal binarization processing which can process a 
multilevel image signal fast and obtain a binary image 
signal consisting of sufficient gradations. 

CONSTrTUTION: A multi-valuing circuit 10 converts a 1st 
multi-level image signal I (x, y) with resolution R t and 

gradations into a 2nd multi-level image signal E (x, 
y) with resolution R 2 and N 2 gradations and then a 2nd 
multi-level circuit 12 converts the 2nd multi-level 
image signal E (x, y) into a binary image signal B (x, 
y) with resolution R 3 and N 3 gradations. Here, R 1t R 2 , 
and R 3 are so set that R 1 2R 2 <R 3 ; and N t , N 2 , and 
N 3 are so set that N 1 >N 2 >N 3 =2. 
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